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In the post-Soviet era, Mongolia has excavated its past to reconstruct an identity detached 
from the Soviet ideological straightjacket. Mongolian identity has been synthesized with “real 
Mongol” signifiers that were eradicated under the socialist regime. The most prevalent of 
these signifiers has become Chinggis Khaan, who was “forgotten” from Mongolian public 
discourse during the Soviet era due to his infamy and the destruction he wrought upon the 
world. In the post-socialist years, however, his sins have been erased from the collective 
memory of Mongols. Chingiss Khaan has now been resurrected and rehabilitated, and has 
become the primary root and marker of Mongolian national identity.  
This presentation addresses why Mongols dig up the fossil of Chingiss Khan to represent and 
to find a national identity. It further explores the implications of this modern yearning for 
identification with an ancient figure who crushed (at times literally) millions of people. It will 
also look at the implications of an emerging ultra-nationalistic discourse that is rooted in 
obsession with the Chinggis legacy. 

Orhon Myadar, PhD, is a visiting scholar at the Mongolia-Inner Asian Studies Unit, Department of Social 
Anthropology, University of Cambridge, UK. She studied Public Administration and Political Sciences at the 
University of Hawaii at Manoa. Her research focuses on post-socialist developments in Inner Asia, with a 
special focus on Mongolia, as well as nomadism in Mongolia.  
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