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The lecture will draw on the main differences found on a Muslim and a Christian Palestinian
refugee camp in Lebanon. The Muslim camp is called Al-Jalil, and the Christian one is called
Dbayeh.  
Largely due to their refugee condition, the present time is lived in both camps as a “time within
time” in contrast to the “normal time” of non-refugees. This “time within time” constitutes a force
pulling individuals to collectively articulate their existential condition, and further ritualize their
quotidian routines. But quotidian life in the Muslim camp is far more ritualized than in the
Christian one. As I intend to demonstrate, the reasons for that are not to be found mainly through
religious exegesis, but on the cultural-historical environment of the camps, and the way they fit
their Lebanese surroundings.  
I use a ritual approach for understanding two contrasting processes of belonging, which
encompasses matters of social organization as much as identity processes. 
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