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In this presentation | shall outline a research project at the Indian Ocean rim that is focusing on the
intersection between health and mobility. About 18,1 per cent of the Maldivian population carry a defect
gene that may result in children born with a life threatening disease called thalassaemia. Patients affected
with this blood disease need blood transfusion therapy on a regular basis - not a simple task in an island
nation scattered over 1200 islands in the Indian Ocean. My approach to investigate coping with such a
hereditary disease in one of the geographically most dispersed countries in the world shall take various
forms of mobility, travel, movements and flows into consideration; some of these forms in fact give rise to
tensions an even to conflict. These processes discussed here include mobile patients and health care
providers, a gene defect traveling between generations, flows of knowledge about genetic risk and social
risk management, and blood and bone marrow moving between healthy and sick bodies. The only chance to
‘heal’ thalassaemia is bone marrow transplantation, but Maldivian patients have to travel abroad for this
procedure.
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